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The Laslett,
Notting Hill

HOTE

This cool and
stylish new
addition to west
London boasts
some impressive
creative talent

Notting Hillis odd Iy shart
af decent hotels and The
Laslett has steppaod neatly
into the gap, converting
five Victorian stueoo
1eryaoe houses into &
luxury hotel, one minute's
walk frum Nattng Hell
Gate, The vaner, Ty
Lowy, Knaws eavryone in
west Londan, su expect
creative "westies” in the
Bar, and Tood, artworks
and dévar supplied lurgely
by lozal, frequently
lamous, talent,

Location 9710

The hatel has views of
milltars of pourds’ worth
al stueon facades inane
direction and inthe other
an attractive Mary Poppins
chimaeyscape, It's full of
ligiat, particularly oo the
upper floors. The Gate
and Electne cinemas,
Portabedlo Road Market,
dozens of restaurants ami
boutigues and Helland
Parkcare all within 15
minutes' walk,

Styvle/character 810

Prepare to name-check:
a cool, restrained prov:
andwhite palette sets
aff lighting by Stmon
Lay; art by Londoners
from Rarbara Hulanicki
af Biha fame to artist-
novelist Hardamed Miller;
antigues by Jerome Daodd
ar the Golhorne Road;
super-chic flowers by
Scarlet and Violet, and
witly seribbled signagne
by Tracy's husband,
Lavrenoe Dunmoee, Hlm
director and praphic
desigrerof Enva's
Warermany glbam, As
vau walk in, look oy the
witcky pair of Viclorian
shaes found under
the floarboards,
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services Tacilities 7710

Thisisthe firss hatel in

the Living Roams group,
which specialises in stylish
serviced apartments,
andtheyare used o
aulsaureing everything
ram spa treatments (o
Toad, cmploying sl
skilled, well-informed staff,
and supplvieg excellert
room service - including

2 sedecton froen the
restaurant menu. Eack ronm
has & Big Bar containing
retra sweets, spirits and
muixers and sracks for sale,
but there are no kettles,

Roorns 9710

By running aspinclike
carrlor through all five
buildings, space has boen
used 1a carve aut Sl Ainely
peoportinned rooms. Lower
floars nave 140t cedlings with
liner curtaivs, upper floars
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KATING

810

Housedin live
converted
Victorian stucco
Leerace houses,
The Laslett bas a
cooland retrained
décar that is Ml
of light

are fAooded with light, and
single rooms are charming,
with mezeanine loars,
Suites have convertible
daybexds and tables,
Fathrooms featune subway
tiles, Belgravia fittings, full
sized Neals Yand toiletries
andblack and white tiled
floars. The windows oper
and the light switches are
simplicity itselZ, Jay!

Food & drink 8§10

The Henderson Rar
§unp1ic§ seasaral spectals
y rearhy restaurant
legend Sally Clarke, with
Neals Dairy chevse and
charcuterie iy Cannon &
Cannon, All-cay dining in
the Bar, library or labby,
as you chouse. Spaces are
intimate; this is possibly
not the place ta conduct an
affair or discuss your salary.

Yalue for moncy 810

Double racens from £260 in
low seasan, Fising 1o £9450
ir: high, execluding breakfast
Free Wi-Fi

Access [or guests
with disabilities
Wheelchair acorssvia a
slope entranee, two Lifts,
three accessible yooms and
vibyating alarm pillows for
the aurally impaired.

Sopheie Campbell
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The view that costs
£48,000 a night

John O'Ceallaigh reports on The Mark’s lavish new
penthouse suite - a billionaire’s bolt-hole in Manhattan

Y&/ henthe ficst residents arrive
VAN anthe newly apenied Sye

VoV bedroom penthouse suite at
The Mark in Manhaltar, 1% fair to sav
ey will be the most valued land
valuaslel hatel guests in all of New
York City. Ovcupying some 12,000 5
ft and the entine 1617 and 1540 floars of
an Upper Fast Side Landmark Duilding,
L5 Lset just America's lannest suite; at
75,000 L48,250) a might, it's also the
Mast expensdye

‘That katel racens car: be so castly
seems incomprehenstile. [n o
terms anly ane other suite comes
clases Geneva'’s President Wikson Royval
Penthouse, which sells for about
L40,000a night Jomight make things
slightly easior to thing of this space &
2 billinaine holl-kole ir one of the
wotld's priciest cities  and that i, in
fact, swhat it was ariginally meant to
be. When The Mark opened in 200%
e penthouse was advertised for sale
asa S0 millicey hame, A buyee was
never fournd and the space languished
unused for years until the decision was
macke 1o travalarm it into one ol the
world's mast extravagant hiecel rooms.

Gruests enter e penthouse directly
fram ome of the three elevatars that
service the suite, They shaoukd be
impeessed from the moment thedr feet
touch down o0 the white cax foar, An
atrium opena 1o the main living room,
also knewn as the Grand Sallroom due
10 (15 2610 algh ceilings, 1S here that
hoted guests’ Tricads might gather
skauli they pup round foe a cockeail,
befure achat by the oversazed fireplace
ar Asing aongat the grand piana,

T he diningg rmom aceammadates up

The 2400359t
roal terrace of The
Wark's penthouse
sulte. right, has
emiable views
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tn 24 peaple, and a2 adjacent kitchen
ladlen with Micle and Gaggenan
appliancesis as well equipped as that
of a high-emd restaurant, (OF course
PeRIGENTS MAY D00 even enter that
room, and certainly aren’t expectod 10
use the facilities themselves, but these
Aigh-level specificators will likely e
appeeciated by whoever is hived 1o
ceak for them.)

Thres-Mwwhelin-starred Jean-
Geoeges Voagerichten, who oversees
The Mark's grourd-floor restaurant, is
one of the high-profile chefs wha can
heenlisted 1o peepare a private dineer
should the peathouses inkhabitants
fancy an evening in, Whetker they
lounge in the library or retire te bed,
every picee of Turnitue is made to the
speciboation of French interior
designer Jacgues Grange and s unigue,

Bigger than many New Yark
apariments, the master bedraom
Seatures ts own sitting room with
free standing Breplace and tawo
sprawling dressingg areas witk walk-in
wardrobes decorated in what e hotel
poctically calls “a mint sea foam™
green. The bathroom has heated floors
arxl an infirity bathtub, (By
comparisen, the other bodroams are
surprisingdy sparse amxd squat.)

Even the most demarcing traveller
will be impressed by the 24005 N
rooflap terrace, where one of the
sutte's iggest selling powmnts can really
he appeeciated, Bevand the rooftop
pardens and patias that coown the
surraunding apartment blacks, the
views streteh to central Mae hattan,
Tae cap ol the Carysler Building and
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Theinterior, lel,
has been desgned
by lacques Grange

the $56,000-a-night Ty Warmner
penthouse i the 1M Pet-designed
Four Seasans (previously the city's
mast expenave hocel room) are visible
to the south; Central Parik and the
Metropalitan Muscwm of Art stand (o
the west, [t's a oortainly spectacular
panurama.

The Mark expects the suite 10 atiract
Middle Esstern and Asian guests
primarily, and skould thase visitars
bave oeher requests the hotel says “it's
Agiven” tat they'll be accommadated

These are
grandiose
gestures, but
thcy' pay
handsomely

(with the usual luxury-travel industry
caveal that they must be legaland
morall 0ar midaight someone noeds 4
suit from nearby department store
Lergiorf Gouodmar, it can be
arvanged; ar i vou need e have &
wark our in situ, & private gym can be
wistalles and a personal trainer made
availadle for ane toone Etaess
seasions, To exploce bevond the hatel's
prenpbery, a carof the guests” ckaice
will be ar their exclusive disposal Tor
the duration of their stay,
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Grandicse gestures, bul wher your
guests are sperding moee to stay
with you thar any other hotel
custopmers in the courtry, it pays
narcdsomely to ensune they re
completely satished

Call 001 212 744 3300 ar
vigtthemarkkoteloom Sor
more information,

Toread the ful reviews and check
avaiabiiity, see telegy b oo ukitherark
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